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T H E R E THEY GO, riding their bi-
cycles past your house: the Harris fam-
ily. Mother, father, fourteen-year-old 
son, and two daughters, ages twelve and 
eight. They talk excitedly and laugh at 
the sheer pleasure of each other 's 
company. 
Peering out the window as they pass, 
you compare the apparently harmon-
ious family of the Harrises with the 
often turbulent relationships under your 
own roof. There are five of you, just like 
the Harrises; and at that point all sim-
ilarities seem to end. 
One of your children, Marie, has been 
a joy from the very beginning. She has 
loved doing family things—popping 
corn, hiking, playing Monopoly. Her 
older brother, Dick, much prefers going 
his own way. He's never given you any 
serious trouble, but he seems almost to 
exist without needing you. The strain 
has intensified since he's been a teen-
ager, but independence has always been 
his trademark. 
And then there is Jackie. You wince 
even at the thought of his name. Had 
Jackie not come along, you could have 
gone on forever thinking you were good 
parents—maybe even very good par-
ents. But everything you've tried to do as 
parents has seemed to turn out wrong. 
Parents should not 
feel guilty if one or 
more of their children 
simply do not respond 
in the way 
they had hoped. 
Given freedom, Jackie takes advan-
tage of it. Limited by strict rules, he 
defies them. Dick has been especially 
close to his mother, Marie, to her 
Daddy; but Jackie! Jackie doesn't seem 
to like anybody in the family. And what 
worries you more and more these days 
and fills you with guilt at the same time 
is the real yet unspoken fact that nobody 
in the family likes Jackie very much. 
None of you admit it. That hasn't 
been done since a much younger Marie 
cried out in frustration: "Jackie, I hate 
you!" That negative feeling has been 
i -
replaced by another—an unspoken re-
sentment of Jackie. And every one of 
you feels it. 
What has gone wrong here? Who is to 
blame—if anyone? What can we say to 
Jackie's parents to give them assurance 
and support? 
Many mothers and fathers share at 
least some of the feelings Jackie's par-
ents are experiencing. Home life is a ship 
that often sails through troubled waters. 
The sources of conflict may be varied— 
work demands upon one or both par-
ents, school difficulties of the children, 
physical problems, financial worries. 
Some family members handle these pres-
sures better than others. People are dif-
ferent, even within the family structure. 
If it is true that individuals respond 
differently to outside pressures, it is 
equally true that family members re-
spond in different ways to other aspects 
of life in the home. Personalities clash in 
the office and at school. Seldom do we 
feel guilty about these conflicts. We rec-
ognize that some people simply do not 
work or play harmoniously with certain 
other people. But if personalities clash in 
the home, all kinds of guilt feelings are 
aroused. 
Parents desperately try to find the 
roots of the trouble. They may blame 
themselves for being too strict—or too 
lenient. They may feel remorse because 
of some real or imagined failure in han-
dling a past difficulty with the children. 
They may blame themselves for any 
number of things. 
Parents find it nearly impossible to 
treat their children exactly alike. Fair-
ness is important in the home, but treat-
ing them all alike is not the way to 
achieve fairness. Each child is different. 
Some respond best to frequent encour-
agement; others do best if given freedom 
to go ahead on their own. Some children 
seem to need a great deal of attention; 
others are more nearly self-sufficient. 
Because children are different, it is 
unreasonable to expect that they will all 
develop a warm, intimate relationship 
with mother and dad. This is true even 
when parents encourage intimacy and 
remain open to it. 
Important here is the primary rela-
"V 
tionship of husband-wife. Ideally, the 
commitment of man to woman within 
the marriage covenant precedes the rela-
tionship of parent to child and remains 
the undergirding for all relationships 
within the family as children enter the 
home. If the husband-wife bond remains 
open, healthy, and rewarding, neither 
parent will feel the need to pit a child 
against the other parent. Neither will 
there be a need to demand intimacy 
f rom a child to compensate for the love 
no longer available f rom the marriage 
partner. 
Parents should not feel guilty if one or 
more of their children simply do not 
respond in the way they had hoped. 
Instead of expecting all their children to 
turn out a certain way, how much better 
for parents to encourage them to develop 
their unique selves to the fullest. This 
means allowing opportunity for indi-
vidual growth. And because growth 
cannot take place without conflict, dis-
agreements can be healthy if love under-
lies the whole process. 
One child, because of his or her per-
sonal makeup, may fit easily into a par-
ticular style of family life. Another child 
may frequently feel lost or threatened or 
stifled in the same setting. Recognition 
and acceptance of such differences in 
their children may save parents a great 
deal of heartache and self-blame. 
Not only is each family member a 
unique personality, not only do children 
grow and relate to life in different ways, 
but parents change in their understand-
ing of themselves and their parent roles. 
Not long ago we heard a father say, 
"Sally has a completely different set of 
parents than her older brothers because 
my wife and I have changed since the 
boys were born." That awareness will 
help those parents avoid the trap many 
fathers and mothers get into—expecting 
the same response from their children 
and from themselves when a given situa-
tion recurs. 
On one occasion a grown daughter 
angrily accused her father of not paying 
enough attention to her when she was 
small. Her father acknowledged his fail-
ing, but added, "And yet, Jane, I was the 
best father I could be at the time." 
Instead of taking a load of guilt upon 
himself, this father recognized that the 
past could not be relived. He had matur-
ed since the time when his daughter was 
small. Part of that maturing was the 
knowledge that one failure in parenting 
did not mean that he was a total failure 
as a parent. 
Parents have limitations at every stage 
of family life. Part of what it means for 
parents to accept their limitations is the 
realization that their children will enjoy 
relating to other adults. In some cases, 
these extended family relationships may 
be more positive than relationships with-
in the family. By affirming extended 
family relationships, parents recognize 
that, while they can fulfill some of their 
children's needs, they cannot and should 
not feel it necessary to fulfill all such 
needs. 
A relationship with another adult (a 
relative, a neighbor, a person at church) 
may be just the outlet for the child who 
feels trapped in his own family. Rather 
than vetoing such a relationship because 
it will make them look like bad parents, 
mother and father should encourage 
their children in this direction if they feel 
the relationship is beneficial for all con-
cerned. 
Because growth cannot 
take place without 
conflict, disagreements 
can be healthy 
if love underlies 
the whole process. 
Children eventually leave home. 
When they do, they do not look back on 
their childhood feeling that every mo-
ment in the family was wonderful, that 
relationships with Mother and Dad 
were always great. But parents can hope 
their offspring will remember moments 
of wise counsel, helpful discipline, and 
offerings of encouragement. 
Often as children move close to the 
time of leaving home, conflicts become 
next page, please 
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more and more intense. Commenting 
on this phenomenon in his book. Be-
tween Parent and Teenager, Haim 
Ginott points out that a teenager wants 
not to be needed more than at any time 
in life. At the same time parents, because 
they sense the child is moving away, 
want more than ever to be needed. 
Ginott says the only solution is for par-
ents to learn to let go. 
Every parent knows that rearing chil-
dren brings with it a measure of pain. 
But in helping children become their 
best selves, their unique selves made in 
God's own image, there can be moments 
of greatness as well. 
As for the Harris family pedaling 
their bikes happily past your house, who 
knows what problems they are dealing 
with? Most families give the appearance 
that all is well, especially when they are 
out enjoying a holiday together. Your 
family has had times when every adult 
and every child thoroughly enjoyed him-
self. But life in the family is best defined 
by the day-to-day living together which 
is a mixture of good times and bad 
times, of harmony and disharmony. 
Parents who accept that mixture as 
both a gift and a responsibility have 
taken real strides in understanding 
God's will for them. 
Residents of Harrisburg, PA, the Gibbles 
draw on her experience as a counselor and 




Two Conservative Mennonite Fellow-
ship missionaries were shot—one of 
them killed—in the early hours of Sep-
tember 14 in Palama, Guatemala, some 
60 miles northwest of Guatemala City. 
The assailants were a group of about 10 
men who claimed to be members of a 
guerrilla organization. 
Killed was John Troyer, husband of 
Marie Troyer and father of five young 
children. He had been pastor of a mostly 
Indian congregation in the village. It has 
some 40 members and an additional 35 
attending. Gary Miller, a single volun-
tary service worker who was assisting 
Troyer, was wounded and spent two 
days in a Guatemala hospital before 
returning to the United States. 
It is believed that Troyer and Miller 
are the first Protestant missionaries in 
Guatemala to become direct victims of 
the country's current conflict. 
Around midnight on Sunday evening 
the 13th, 10 uniformed men appeared at 
the Troyer home. They ordered the fam-
ily, Miller and a Guatemalan Menno-
nite young woman working in the home, 
out of the house, then proceeded to 
remove valuables, which included camer-
as and a two-way radio. They then 
burned an outbuilding, an electrical 
generator and a car, and they attempted 
to burn the house. 
During the hour or so the men were 
looting and burning they emphatically 
claimed to be members of the Guerrilla 
Army of the Poor (EGP), according to 
Sommers, who has spoken extensively 
with Miller since his return. They also 
spoke of the missionaries being rich 
while people around them are hungry 
and, said Sommers, "inferred the mis-
sionaries were putting wrong ideas in 
people's heads, though they weren't 
specific." 
Although the intruders at first said 
they would not harm anyone if they fol-
lowed instructions, after completing the 
damage they asked Troyer to step aside 
from the others and began to shoot. 
They continued firing until he fell, and 
he received five bullet wounds. They 
then fired a shot at Miller, who fell 
immediately. 
After the 10 men had left, the family 
went with Miller to the home of the 
nearest church member, where Marie 
Troyer cared for Miller's wound. Because 
their means of communication and trans-
portation were destroyed they were not 
able to leave for help until later in the 
day on Monday. 
The Conservative Mennonite Fellow-
ship mission board has now removed 
the four families and four single persons 
who had been working in Guatemala. 
They leave behind five congregations 
whose members are mostly Indian, but 
also ladino (culturally Spanish). They 
have appointed national leaders to carry 
congregational responsibility. 
MCC Country Representative Rich 
Sider does not believe the violence was 
directed against Mennonites in general. 
At first he and Eastern Board missionar-
ies were concerned about the effect of 
Guatemala press coverage on other 
Mennonite activities, but newspapers 
there have only reported the incident 
briefly. 
Gerald Handrich Schlabach 
MCC Information Services. 
1982 Mental 
Health Scholarships 
Six scholarships between $500 and 
$1,000 will be awarded for the 1982-83 
academic year to students interested in 
the area of mental health by Mennonite 
Mental Health Services. 
Candidates must meet all the follow-
ing requirements by the beginning of the 
school year for which the scholarship is 
to be awarded: 
— classified as a college junior or 
senior or a graduate student; 
— a declared major and a voca-
tional interest in the area of 
mental health, developmental 
disabilities or related fields; 
— a minimum college grade aver-
age of C+; 
— a vital interest and participa-
tion in the Christian church. 
Other factors taken into considera-
tion in awarding the scholarship include: 
financial need of the candidate; the ser-
vice experience (V.S.) of the candidate; 
attendance at a church-related college 
(undergraduate); and membership in a 
Mennonite , Brethren in Christ, or 
Church of the Brethren congregation. 
Applications and all supporting data 
must be received by March 1, 1982. The 
winners will be announced April 15. 
Request for an application form 
should be made to the following address: 
Director, Mennoni te Mental 
Health Services, 4905 North West 
Avenue, Suite 118, Fresno, Cali-
fornia 93705 
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Progress Report on 
"Renewal... 20001" 
by Roy V. Sider 
The September 16-18, 1981 meeting 
of the Task Force on Structure, Fund-
ing, and Budgeting was projected as the 
next to the last session prior to the pres-
entation of recommendations to the 
Board of Administration and then on to 
the General Conference of 1982. The 
review of additional constituency respons-
es and the ensuing discussions on con-
tinuing items resulted in significant 
changes and new directions. Several of 
the major decisions are reported here. 
It should be remembered that these 
changes are subject to review and modi-
fication at the next meeting of the Task 
Force, by the Board of Administration 
and, of course, by the 1982 General 
Conference. 
Bishops and Regional Conferences 
The proposed realignment of the 
borders of the Allegheny, Atlantic, and 
Central conferences and the creation of 
a Southern conference will be held 
under continuing review until 1988. At 
that General Conference, implementa-
tion will be considered for 1990. No 
change in the regional conference struc-
tures or boundaries within these areas is 
proposed before 1990. 
The projected changes for the Pacific 
and Midwest Conferences would be 
made in 1984. 
Funding allocations will be recom-
mended for a church planter serving up 
to half time with particular focus on the 
multiplication of churches in the South-
eastern United States (the proposed 
Southern conference). This person could 
also serve the three regional conferences 
in this region of the USA. 
It is anticipated that there will be six 
bishops, each resident in the regional 
conference to which he is assigned. The 
bishops shall be considered full-time 
employees of the Board of Administra-
tion. However, one-sixth of the support 
costs may be realized by the bishops 
serving other agencies of the church on a 
fee-for-service basis. 
Funding for mission and extension 
churches now provided by the Board for 
Missions will become the responsibility 
of the Board of Bishops. These funds 
will be administered by the Director of 
Evangelism and Church Growth who 
will be amenable to the Board of 
Bishops. 
Financial Restraints 
There was consensus in the Task 
Force that the net result of implement-
ing these recommendations may be 
lower administrative costs for the church 
than if the previous processes of growth 
of structure would be followed. Follow-
ing are some additional financial re-
straints which are proposed: 
The presentation of 
recommendations to 
the General Conference of 
1982 will be largely 
in the form of new 
provisions for insertion 
into the Manual of 
Doctrine and Government 
Standing committees will not be cre-
ated without special permission of the 
Board of Administration. Any commit-
tees that are formed will be funded only 
for the work assigned to them and not 
for travelling expenses to General Con-
ference. 
No provision will be made for an 
Administrators' Advisory Council. A 
recommendation is being forwarded to 
the Board of Administration for an 
administrators' retreat to be held at least 
biennially. The Commission on Steward-
ship and Finance will monitor the admin-
istrative personnel costs, staff and cleri-
cal positions and the rationale for these 
positions in reviewing the budget projec-
tions for each agency. 
Regional Conferences shall submit 
their operational and capital budget 
projections to the Commission on Stew-
ardship and Finance for review and 
counsel. 
Funding units (one funding unit 
equalling the full support of one person) 
are proposed as follows: 
Bishops 5 
General Conference Secretary Vi 
Stewardship 3 
Church Growth l 'A 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns 
Board for Congregational 
Ministries l 
Board for Communication 
Ministries 0 
Board for World Ministries 2Vi 
Board for Ministry and Doctrine !4 
(formerly called Board for Theo-
logical & Educational Concerns) 
next page, please 
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Renewal... 2000! 
continued from page 5 
Communications 
Special attention is to be given to 
improving the lines of communication 
both vertically (currently perceived as 
flowing from the top down) and hori-
zontally (currently perceived as flowing 
across the brotherhood). This is to be 
done by increased input from regional 
and general conference levels to their 
respective conferences, to sectional and 
youth gatherings as well as to local 
church boards. Provision will also be 
made for new communication links at 
the various levels of church life (e.g., 
establishing "listening posts" through-




Dr. Don Zook and Dr. Ron Webb 
had an article entitled "Business Pro-
gram at Messiah College Grows" 
published in The Market Place. 
Mr. John Yeatts had an article, 
"Factor Analysis of Religious Varia-
bles: Some Methodological Consid-
erations" published in the Review of 
Religious Research. The article was 
co-authored with William Asher of 
Purdue University. 
Dr. Robert Ives had an article pub-
lished in The TSF Bulletin (Theolog-
ical Students Fellowship) on Karl 
Barth as Preacher. 
Dr. Owen Alderfer contributed an 
article on Blaise Pascal to the book, 
A Cloud of Witnesses: Profile of 
Church Leaders, edited by J. C. 
Wenger, Harrisonburg, VA. 
out the church to provide for feedback; 
having open sessions of regional and 
general conference board and agency 
meetings; etc.). 
A proposal will be introduced for 
regions organizing administrative zones 
in clusters of approximately 10 congre-
gations where this is desired. 
Changes Proposed in Board Assign-
ments include: 
A. Peace, justice and social concerns 
would be brought together as the 
responsibility of the Board for 
Brotherhood Concerns. 
B. Educational concerns and educa-
tional institutions will become the 
responsibility of the Board of Ad-
ministration, perhaps under a 
BOA Commission. 
EVENTS, PAST AND 
COMING 
John McDowell, popular speaker 
to student audiences, was at Messiah 
College for Christian Life Emphasis 
Days last month. 
Jack Anderson, Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning columnist, spoke at the college 
in early October in the first of a series 
of four lectures in the new Susque-
hanna Valley Lyceum. 
Dr. David Hubbard, president of 
Fuller Theological Seminary, was the 
Staley Lecturer at Messiah on Octo-
ber 6 and 7. 
The second Fall College Preview 
for prospective students and their 
parents will be on October 31, with 
registration at 9:30 a.m. 
On November 6-8, Messiah Col-
lege is sponsoring a missions confer-
ence in cooperation with the Gran-
tham Church. 
On November 10-12, the college 
will feature the annual Roxbury Holi-
ness Lectureship, with Albert Lown 
speaking. 
Guidelines for Personnel Serving the 
Brotherhood 
Plans are developing to provide for a 
limitation of terms for persons serving 
on general church boards, and for re-
stricting multiple assignments. Guidance 
will be given for a similar type of term 
limitation for persons serving in general 
church administration as is presently 
applicable to bishops. 
Implementation 
The Board of Administration will be 
asked to recommend that the General 
Conference of 1982 authorize the Board 
of Administration to appoint the new 
boards at least twelve months prior to 
the Conference of 1984. These boards 
can then establish some structure and 
budget projections prior to the Confer-
ence of 1984 and be ready to assume full 
responsibility after the conclusion of the 
1984 conference. 
It is proposed that the Central Trea-
sury and the Cooperative Ministries and 
Mission (note the amended name) begin 
January 1, 1984 and funds be allocated 
to old boards for the first six months of 
1984 and to new boards for the last six 
months of that calendar year. 
The church-wide constituency is advis-
ed that the presentation of recommen-
dations to the General Conference of 
1982 will be largely in the form of new 
provisions for insertion in the Manual 
of Doctrine and Government. These will 
replace the format used in the document 
" ' R e n e w a l . . . . 2000!' Progress Report 
to the Brotherhood" as circulated in the 
March 25, 1981 Evangelical Visitor. 
Beyond Structure 
The members of the Task Force 
believe that restructuring can provide 
the channels for renewal in the church. 
However, all of us are convinced that 
changes in structure alone cannot pro-
vide the renewal which is vital to the 
ongoing life of the church as the body of 
our Lord. With this in mind, the Task 
Force is recommending to the Board of 
Administration that it give considera-
tion to the "Beyond Structure Aspects 
of'Renewal . . . 2000!'." 
The prayers and counsel of the broth-
erhood are sought for the next meeting 
of the Task Force scheduled for January 
8 and 9, 1982. 
Roy Sider is secretary of the Task Force 
on Structure, Funding and Budgeting. 
ENROLLMENT CONTINUES TO CLIMB 
1st Sem. 1st Sem. 
'81-82 '80-81 Increase 
Full-time 1374 1238 11% Part-time 59 63 
T o t a l Enrollment 1433 1301 10% 
Full-time Equivalency 1400 1267 10% 
First-time Freshmen 434 375 13% 
*Continuing Educat ion students have not yet enrolled. 
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by Leslie Book 
There is a red car parked in front of 
151 Field Road. It belongs to the 
Brethren in Christ International Fellow-
ship. However, this car was not pur-
chased with money donated by the 
church or by individuals. The car used 
to belong to Ivy Nkala. 
Ivy Nkala has spent 22 years of her 
life in London, England. She first came 
here as a student of nursing in 1959. She 
loved nursing, but hated London—it 
was so unlike hot, sunny Zimbabwe. 
Disappointment in London's weather 
was not the only difficulty. When Ivy 
arrived here she was astonished not to 
find the church she grew up in—the 
Brethren in Christ. In fact, no one 
seemed to know who these Brethren in 
Christ were. 
Perhaps no one in London had heard 
of the Brethren in Christ, but Ivy knew 
them well. She had grown up at the 
missions in Zimbabwe (then Rhodesia), 
attending Mtshabezi and later Matopo 
Teacher Training School, and had 
taught at the mission schools as well. In 
fact, for a number of years she was Beth 
Frey's assistant teacher in Domestic 
Science at Mtshabezi. So Ivy knew 
Brethren in Christ Missions and Brethren 
in Christ missionaries. 
"Brethren in Christ missions have 
done a lot for my people, especially in 
the area of education," says Ivy appreci-
atively. Nevertheless, in 1954 she left the 
mission, disillusioned and frustrated. 
Leslie and Curtis Book live in London, 
where Curtis serves as Assistant Warden of 
the Brethren in Christ Internationa! Fellow-
ship (UK). 
"Society at that time was very oppres-
sive. The mission was as well. Rules 
were laid out which we did not under-
stand." Moreover, there were a few mis-
sionaries who were condescending and 
patronizing. Ivy's independent spirit 
sought escape. 
The young woman left her teaching 
position at Mtshabezi, but discovered 
herself in demand as a teacher in other 
church schools. "Despite my difficulties, 
God still had a plan for my life." She 
secured employment with schools spon-
sored by various churches—Salvation 
A r m y , M e t h o d i s t , S e v e n t h D a y 
Adventist. 
Why did Ivy decide to leave teaching 
to study nursing in London? "As a 
young child I wanted to be a nurse. Once 
I saw a man in the hospital who had 
been mauled by a leopard. I quickly 
changed my mind (about nursing)." But 
an interest remained in the healing servi-
ces and when encouraged by a friend to 
study nursing in London, Ivy seized the 
opportunity. Despite her distaste for 
London weather, she grew to love Lon-
don. There was a social freedom in 
London not to be experienced in Zim-
babwe at that time. Although there was 
oppression in England, it was less overt 
(the discrimination in Zimbabwe was 
very much in the open). 
The social climate at home led Ivy to 
remain in London. But what was it that 
led Ivy back to the church she had left? 
The memories of her childhood, her 
parents' faith, those loving missionaries 
she had known (there were some) and a 
longing for a "home." Ivy has com-
firmed her love for the Brethren in 
Christ. "I loved the church. Especially I 
enjoyed the singing. I feel at home in the 
Brethren in Christ Church. It is what I'm 
used to." 
This need for security might lead you 
to view Ivy as a weak person, but she is 
far from weak. Her independent, strong 
spirit enabled her to survive in a highly 
competitive industrial society. This spirit, 
coupled with a faith in God and his 
guidance, helped her to establish a place 
for herself in London. Throughout her 
life, Ivy Nkala's favorite chapter of the 
Bible gave her encouragement—Psalm 
23—"The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall 
not want." 
Ivy's needs have been met. She has 
succeeded in obtaining a top position as 
Senior Sister in a reknown psychiatric 
hospital, Claybury. Her keen manage-
ment has enabled her to secure and 
operate three houses which she rents to 
students. It's a busy life indeed. 
Despite her active schedule, Ivy makes 
time for people. To many students, as 
well as to Curtis and me, she is a mother 
(and grandmother for Jonna). She regu-
larly attends the fortnightly meetings 
and encourages others to do likewise. 
Helpful advice is offered gently. She 
gives of herself, her time and her 
possessions. 
Yes, Ivy Nkala did own a red car. 
Upon buying a new second-hand car, 
there was the question of what to do 
with the old Ford. We received a phone 
call one day from Ivy. She stated, 
"Brethren in Christ missions have done 
a lot for me and my people. I will give 
the car." So the red car parked in front 
of 151 Field Road is a result of Brethren 
in Christ missions, schools, people . . . 
and most of all a Brethren in Christ 
Zimbabwean sister we now know and 
love as Ivy. 
8 Evangelical Visitor 
A missionary's vacation needs and options 
C O M I N G APART—that 's what I've 
been doing for the past two months. Of 
course, I've kept it inside rather well. But 
with added responsibilities and pres-
sures, I've started forgetting things and 
I've become irritable and impatient with 
people. Well, perhaps I haven't kept it 
all inside, after all. I should probably get 
away, but there's too much to do just 
now. . . . 
What are some things I can do here 
for relaxation and restoration? Holidays 
cost money wherever you live. And 
wherever you live, there are exotic and 
exciting places to visit. Ours differ from 
yours only, perhaps, in the degree of 
commercialism present. There is some-
thing particularly awesome about view-
ing the majesty of God's creative power 
in the Victoria Falls (Mosi oa Tuny a) 
without guardrails, guided tours, loud-
speakers and colored lights. I love to sit 
by the Zambezi River, watching the 
water surge toward its eventual down-
fall. We've still not seen the moonbow or 
the double 360-degree rainbow that we 
know exist under certain conditions in 
the spray. There are new things to look 
for each time we go. 
Game parks are favored vacation 
spots. Zambia is reportedly one of the 
best places in the world for bird-watch-
ing because of its location along migra-
tory routes. It took only a few months of 
living here for our interest in birds to be 
born. 
Many tourist spots in this and sur-
rounding countries have guest houses 
one can book for a minimal charge. 
These are usually single-unit bedrooms, 
often with thatched roof. Some have 
refrigerators and cooking utensils and 
some sort of arrangement whereby you 
do your own cooking, or hire someone 
to prepare the food you bring, in an 
outdoor shelter. 
Since the cost of transportation is 
sometimes prohibitive (gasoline costs 
John, Esther, Rebecca and Matthew 
Spurrier live close to the Macha Mission 
Hospital at Macha, Zambia. 
nearly $3.50 a gallon), it is important for 
us to realize the options we have availa-
ble at our own doorstep when we begin 
to feel hard-pressed. A simple change of 
scenery, such as a picnic at the Macha 
Dam or at the ruins of the swinging 
bridge at Muyanda, can be restorative. 
Visiting friends can be an important 
outlet when you live and work in the 
same place. I remember one particularly 
difficult week when John was the only 
doctor in the hospital. A Sunday visit 
with friends at the secondary school, less 
than a mile away but out of sight of the 
hospital, allowed us to return home with 
a completely different outlook. 
Christian workers 
are especially vulnerable 
to the temptation 
to ignore God's command 
establishing a day 
of rest. 
I recall another time, a hot December 
day, sitting at Mizinga's village, where 
you feel as though you're on top of the 
world. As a group of us talked and sang 
together, the sun was setting far across 
the bush and the breeze cooled and 
refreshed us. A tremendous sense of 
peace filled me. 
Evening in this area signals the wind-
ing down of the day's activities. (Last 
year Rebecca looked out our front win-
dow in Massachusetts one night and 
pondered the unceasing traffic on the 
street with the query, "Don't those peo-
pie ever go home and go to bed?") For 
this reason I especially love to watch the 
approach of evening across the bush. 
An important activity for my per-
sonal growth as a woman has been the 
development of good friendships with 
some of the nurses here. I need to be able 
to step apart from my roles as wife and 
mother at times and relate as a woman 
to other women over a cup of coffee. I 
value such opportunities within our 
community. 
Another thing we have become aware 
of as we get older is the importance of 
observing a day of rest. Christian service 
workers are especially vulnerable to the 
temptation to ignore God's command 
that we do this. Recently we have tried 
to make Sunday a day of true re-
creation by avoiding unnecessary chores 
(if they've waited this long, they'll wait 
another day)—eating simply, playing 
volleyball, visiting friends. I find I like 
Sundays a lot better! 
Just reflecting on all these possibilities 
has made me wonder why I have allow-
ed myself to get into such a state of 
mind. Shortly after we arrived in Zam-
bia I heard a senior missionary's advice 
about vacations: "Even if you don't feel 
as though you need a holiday, perhaps 
your colleagues need for you to take 
one." I've had reason to recall those 
words on more than one occasion. 
When I come right down to it, it's pride 
that makes me consider myself indis-
pensable in the current situation. I think 
I'll plan to come apart for a while and be 
renewed. 
! 
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Church News 
Allegheny Conference 
The Center Grove congregation reports seven 
persons were recently baptized. • The Clear Creek 
congregation dedicated 19 babies and small chil-
dren during the months of June and July. • Spiri-
tual Renewal services were held by the Five Forks 
congregation on Sept. 13-30. 
The Christ's Crusaders of the Montgomery 
congregation raised $ 1,650 in special projects. The 
money will be used toward paint for the parsonage 
and church. The congregation reports five persons 
were recently baptized. • A baptismal service for 
four persons was held by the Shermans Valley 
congregation. 
The Spring Hope congregation held an Appre-
ciation Dinner for their pastor and wife, the Ken 
Mackies, on Sunday, Aug. 16. A program fol-
lowed the meal. William and Mary Hoke were 
guest speakers in a morning worship service. 
A fellowship dinner was held by the Van Lear 
congregation for their new pastoral family, the 
Terry Hokes, following the installation service. 
Bishop Alvin Book was in charge of the service. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Fairland and Palmyra congregations spon-
sored a Missionary Conference on Saturday and 
Sunday, Sept. 19 and 20. Those sharing in the 
conference were: Carolyn Mann, Frank Kipe, 
Arlene Miller, Rev. and Mrs. William Hoke, Mr. 
and Mrs. Eugene Maderia, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard Wolgemuth. • A Food Shower was held 
by the Lancaster congregation as a welcoming 
home for Gene and Ruth Madeira on Sunday 
evening, Aug. 16. 
The Youth Choir f r o m the Martin Luther 
Evangelical Lutheran Church gave a concert of 
sacred music to the Refton congregation recently. 
• Daryl and Lois Climenhaga, pastoral couple of 
Speedwell Heights Church held an open house in 
order for their congregation to get to know them 
better. 
Canadian Conference 
Stephen and Patricia Martin were installed as 
the pastoral couple of the Cheapside Church on 
Sunday, Sept. 6. Bishop Harvey Sider also dedi-
cated the parsonage which was recently purchased 
by the congregation. 
An Autumn Rally was held by the New Life 
congregation on Thursday evening, Sept. 24. 
Guest speaker was Rev. Robert Rumball, Direc-
tor of the Mission for the Deaf. • Gulabi McCarty 
spoke to the Sherkston congregation on Wednes-
day, Sept. 9, about her work with Youth for Christ 
in India. 
Central Conference 
The pastoral couple of the Christian Union 
congregation, Rick and Bonnie Mailloux, held an 
Open House on Sunday afternoon, Sept. 20. • 
Revival Services were held by the DeRossett con-
gregation f rom Sept. 13-20. Rev. Bob Winger was 
the speaker. 
The guest speaker for the Fairview congrega-
tion on Sunday morning, Sept. 13, was Lois Tidge-
well, founder and director of Dialogue Ministries, 
Claremont, CA. • Rev. Ron Slabaugh, pastor of 
the Mooretown congregation, and his wife held an 
open house in the parsonage on Sunday evening, 
Sept. 13. 
The Northridge congregation held a charter 
Membership Service on Sunday, Sept. 13. Bishop 
David Climenhaga shared in the service. A fellow-
ship meal was held following the morning service. 
Midwest Conference 
Special guests of the Bethany congregation on 
Wednesday, Oct. 21, were William and Mary 
Hoke who shared concerning their work in India. 
• The Sunday evening service held by the Moun-
tain View congregation on Sept. 6, was a hymn 
sing. 
The youth of the Zion congregation held a gar-
age sale to raise money for "Let YOUth Decide." 
Pacific Conference 
Rally Day was held by the Alta Loma congrega-
tion on Sunday, Sept. 27. Family Praise hour was 
held in the evening following a potluck meal. The 
film, "Facts of Faith" was shown. 
On September 27 the 
Upland congrega t ion 
held an installation ser-
vice for their new Minis-
ter of Music and Asso-
ciate Pastor, Rev. Ro-
bert Dow. A graduate 
of Wheaton College and 
Fuller Theological Sem-
inary , he has served 
churches in Rockford, 
IL, San Diego, and Hollywood, CA. He and his 
wife Dorothy have four children. A reception was 
held in the evening to welcome the Dows into the 
church. 
For The Record . . . 
Births 
Bolesta: Kari Anne, Sept. 14; Ron and Donna 
Bolesta, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Brewer: Kelly Renee, April 3; Ted and Terry 
Brewer, Cheapside congregation, Ont. 
Danton: Rebecca Lynn, July 7; David and 
Marjorie Danton, Cheapside congregation, Ont. 
Engle: Jacob Adam, Sept. 14; Howard and 
Holly Engle, Zion congregation, Ks. 
Funk: Brian Douglas, Sept. 17; Doug and 
Linda Funk, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Heise: Robert Carl, March 19; Daniel and Sue 
Heise, Salmon Arm, B.C. 
Hoover: Nathaniel LeRoy, Sept. 8; Wendell 
and Nina Hoover, Dillsburg congregation, Pa. 
Huntoon: Jona than David, Aug. 27; David 
and Carol Huntoon, Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Mater: Vicky Lynn, July 2; Rodney and Kathy 
(Winger) Mater, Bertie congregation, Ont. 
O'Neal: Cary Alvin, July 8; Mr. and Mrs. 
Glenn O'Neal, Shermans Valley congregation, Pa. 
Scholtens: Albert Hendrick, Aug. 2; Albert 
and Theala Scholtens, Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Spinello: Chad Alan, born Aug. 22; Joseph 
and Mary Ann (Hyatt) Spinello, Manheim con-
gregation, Pa. 
White: Tara Nichole, Sept. 10; Don and Deb-
bie White, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Winger: Erin Pauline, July 28; Ed and Gail 
Winger, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Weddings 
Bachman-Dahlstrom: Carla, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Don Dahls t rom, Abilene, Ks., and 
Robert, son of Mrs. Wilma Neehouse, Wamego, 
Ks., Sept. 13 in the First Presbyterian Church, 
McAlister, OK. 
Barton-Carey: Dina Marie, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Raymond Guyer, St. Thomas, Pa., and 
Todd, son of Mrs. Dorothy Barton, Chambers-
burg, Pa., Aug. 29 in the Five Forks Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Rupert Turman offici-
ating. 
Battenfield-Weaver: Peggy Jo, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. James Weaver, Hopewell, Pa., and 
Ronnie, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Battenfield, 
Needmore, Pa., Aug. I in the Shermans Valley 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Earl J . Leh-
man officiating. 
Bird-Sass: Kathy, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Sass, and Keith Bird, both of Prince Albert, 
Sask., July 31 at the home of the bride's parents 
with Rev. D. Maurice Moore officiating. 
Bowles-Johnson: Frances Johnson and Robert 
Bowles, both of Paddockwood, Sask., Sept. 5 in 
the Paddockwood Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. D. Maurice Moore officiating. 
Brubaker-Neff: Martha, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Neff, Manheim, Pa., and David, son of 
Rev. and Mrs. Merle Brubaker, Lancaster, Pa., 
Aug. 30, in the Hempfield Church of the Brethren, 
with Rev. Dennis Brown and father of the groom 
officiating. 
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Peace Assembly on nuclear threat announced Bryant-McGinnes: Leslie Lynne, daughter of Leon McGinnes, Carlisle, Pa., and Nancy Mc-
Ginnes, Everett, Pa., and Doyle Curtis, son of 
Rev. and Mrs. Curtis Bryant, Everett, Pa., July 3 
in the Clear Creek Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Charles Guyer officiating. 
Bryant-Peck: Donna Rae, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Veryl Peck, Breezewood, Pa., and Daniel 
Earl, son of Rev. and Mrs. Curtis Bryant, Everett, 
Pa., June 27 in the Everett United Methodist 
Church with fa ther of the groom and Dr. Martin 
Hopkins officiating. 
Harnish-Peifler: Janie Peiffer and Craig Har-
nish, Sept. 20 in the Susquehannock State Park 
with Rev. John Hawbaker officiating. 
Hooton-Hallman: Patricia, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. David Hallman, Baden, Ont., and 
Robert , son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hooton, 
Waterloo, Ont., Aug. 1 in the Listowel Pentecostal 
Church with Rev. Edward Bellsmith and Rev. 
J o h n Zuck officiating. 
Howell-Sisco: Marilyn, daughter of Rev. and 
Mrs. Jay Sisco, and David, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Howell, Aug. 16 in the Elizabethtown 
Brethren in Christ Church with Bishop John Byers 
and father of the bride officiating. 
Kennedy-Shifllett: Debra, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Erman Shifflett, Hagerstown, Md., and Ver-
non, son of Mr. and Mrs. Norman Kennedy, 
Greencastle, Pa., Aug. 29, in the Antrim Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur Benner 
officiating. 
Kiss-Hogan: Kathleen, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. J o h n Hogan, and Frank Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Kiss, Wellandport, Ont., Sept. 4, in 
the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
W. Edward Rickman officiating. 
Kubassek-Szusz: Elizabeth, daughter of the 
late J o h n and Mrs. Szusz, and Ben, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Julius Kubassek, both of Ayr, Ont., June 3 in 
the Rosebank Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. John Zuck officiating. 
Martin-MacKaracher: Patricia Helen Mac-
Karacherand Stephen Martin, July 6 in the Chris-
tian and Missionary Alliance Church with Rev. 
Joseph Kyle and Rev. David Smith officiating. 
Ressler-Ranck: Roberta Louise, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ranck, and Dale Eugene, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Ressler, Aug. 29 in the 
Conoy Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
George Snavely officiating. 
Schaubel-Winger: Kimberlie Anne, daughter 
of Norma Hill and the late Hubert Winger and 
David, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Schaubel, 
both of Stevensville, Ont., July 25 in the Bertie 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ross Nigh, 
uncle of the bride, officiating. 
Shoalts-Hummel: Catherine, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Hummell, and Mark, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Roy Shoalts, Wainfleet, Ont., Sept. 5 in 
the Lakeshore Rd. United Church, Morrisburg, 
Ont. with Rev. Stewart officiating. 
Walker-Taylor: Tonya, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. James Taylor, and Thomas D., son of Rev. 
"The Christian Faith and the Nuclear 
Arms Race" is the topic of a Peace 
Assembly to be convened Nov. 20-21 by 
MCC U.S. Peace Section. Dr. Helen 
Caldicott, president of Physicians for 
Social Responsibility, will speak on 
"The Risk and Consequences of Nuclear 
War." 
The assembly will be at East Swamp 
Mennonite Church in Quakertown, Pa. 
Three models of response to the arms 
race will be presented and discussed. 
Herman Reitz of Eastern Mennonite 
and Mrs. Marion Walker, both of Three Springs, 
Pa., April 11 in the Center Grove Brethren in 
Christ Church with farther of the groom offici-
ating. 
Winhold-Schiedel: Cynthia, daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. Wayne Schiedel, Guelph, Ont., and 
Dennis, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Winhold, 
Shakespeare, Ont., Aug. 22 in the Hespler Baptist 
Church with father of the bride and Rev. Roger 
Charman officiating. 
Obituaries 
Boone: Mrs. Paulean S. Boone, Howard, Pa., 
born July 22, 1905, died June 21, 1981 in the State 
College Hospital, Pa. She was married to Frank 
Boone who preceded her in death. She is survived 
by two daughters; four sons; grandchildren; and 
great-grandchildren. She was a member of the 
Marsh Creek Brethren in Christ Church where the 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Lloyd 
Buckwalter . In terment was in the Highland 
Cemetery. 
Heckman: Stanley D. Heckman, Hopewell, 
Pa., born Dec. 12, 1908, died June 20, 1981. He 
was preceded in death by his wife. One son sur-
vives him. The funeral service was conducted in 
the Shermans Valley Brethren in Christ Church by 
Rev. Earl J. Lehman. Interment was in the adjoin-
ing cemetery. 
Hoover: Mrs. Ru th Naomi Hoover , born 
March 24, 1895 in Abilene, Ks. ,diedAug. 28, 1981 
in Memorial Hospital, Abilene. She was the 
daughter of Aaron and Arminta Plum Zook. On 
Oct. 21, 1915, she was married to Jesse C. Hoover 
who survives. Also surviving are two sons: Lowell 
and Harold; a foster daughter, Juani ta Dahl-
strom; 11 grandchildren; 15 great-grandchildren; a 
brother, Vern Zook; and a sister, Mrs. Orpha 
Lady. She accepted Christ in her early teens and 
was a member of the Zion Brethren in Christ 
Church where she gave much service. Rev. Henry 
Landis and Rev. Marion Book conducted the fu-
neral service in the Abilene Brethren in Christ 
Church. Interment was in the Abilene Cemetery. 
Kline: William S. Kline, born Oct. 20, 1935, 
died Aug. 13, 1981. He is survived by his wife, 
Shirley; and four children. The funeral service was 
conducted by Rev. Earl Lehman. Interment was in 
the Sherman's Valley Cemetery. 
Seminary in Harrisonburg, VA will out-
line the "separation" model. Frank Epp 
of Waterloo, ONT will present the "pol-
itical influence" model, and Mary and 
Peter Sprunger-Froese of Colorado 
Springs, CO will talk on the "resistance" 
model. 
U.S. Peace Section hopes that Men-
nonites and Brethren in Christ of a var-
iety of vocations and theological persua-
sions will attend. For information and 
registration contact MCC U.S. Peace 
Section, Akron, Pa., 17501. 
Lowe: Mrs. Odessa E. Lowe, Hopewell, Pa., 
born June 16, 1924, died Aug. 18, 1981. She was 
married to James Lowe who survives. Also surviv-
ing are two daughters and two grandchildren. The 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Earl Leh-
man and Chaplain Clayton Gehman. Interment 
was in the Bethel Cemetery, Tatesville, Pa. 
Manspeaker: Lester P. Manspeaker, Hopewell, 
Pa., born Dec. 7, 1905, died July 25, 1981. He is 
survived by his wife; two daughters; and a son. The 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Roy Myers 
and Rev. Earl J. Lehman. Interment was in St. 
Luke's Cemetery, Saxton, Pa. 
Moore: Bentley Moore, Wainfleet, Ont., born 
in 1911, died Aug. 3, 1981. He was married to 
Mabel Huffman who preceded him in death. He 
later married Olive Coon who survives. Also sur-
viving are two sons: Gerald and Ralph; three 
daughters: Mrs. Carrol Purich, Mrs. Kay Mc-
Donald. and Ruth; and six grandchildren. The 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Arthur 
Heise. Interment was in the Zion Cemetery. 
Ritchey: Mrs. Ethel T. Ritchey, Breezewood, 
Pa., born Dec. 28, 1902, died Aug. 23, 1981. She 
was married to Rev. Floyd Ritchey who preceded 
her in death. She is survived by three children: Fay 
L., Fred P., and Joseph C., a brother; a sister; eight 
grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. She 
was a member of the Clear Creek Brethren in 
Christ Church where the funeral service was con-
ducted by Rev. Curtis E. Bryant and Rev. H. Lee 
Ritchey. Interment was in the Everett Cemetery. 
Smith: Alan Smith, Clearville, Pa., born Mar. 
3, 1926, died Sept. 5, 1981. He is survived by his 
wife, Marie; two brothers; and a sister. Rev. Curtis 
Bryant conducted the funeral service in the Clear 
Creek Brethren in Christ Church. Interment was 
in the Rock Hill Cemetery. 
Wolfe: Gregory Wolfe, born Sept. 27, 1956, 
died Aug. 13, 1981. The funeral service was con-
ducted by Rev. Earl Lehman. Interment was in the 
Reformed Cemetery, Yellow Creek, Pa. 
Wright: Mrs. Bertha I. Wright, Chambersburg, 
Pa., born Aug. 26, 1912, died Sept. 11, 1981. She 
was married to Frank Wright who preceded her in 
death. She is survived by three sons. The funeral 
service was conducted in the Shermans Valley 
Brethren in Christ Church by Rev. Earl J. Leh-
man. Interment was in the church cemetery. 
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F R A N K J. F I M I A N O 
Director LET YOUTH DECIDI 
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You will be able to attend one elective. 
Choose your elective preference by placing a number next to the indicated elective— 
1 for 1st Choice, 2 for 2nd Choice, 3 for 3rd Choice, 4 for 4th Choice. 
Pre-marital Sex 
B. Marriage/Relationships 
C. Peace Issues 
_D. Feminism 
E. Homosexuality 
F. Birth Control 
G. Marijuana 
H. Materialism/Wealth 
I. Social Drinking/Tobacco 








P. Coping with Parents 
Q. Wcmen in Leadership 
Divorce 
Christ in My Crowd 




People who register early may request their roommates. If you want to room with particular 
people, list them below. (Be sure they register too!) 
Payment of full registration fee ($85.00) with this form will help you avoid lines upon 
arrival at French Lick. If you cannot send the full amount now, a $35.00 pre-registration 
fee must be sent with this form. The balance of $50.00 will be due at the convention. 
The $35.00 is refundable only if you cancel your registration before December 11, 1981. 
Make checks payable to Let YOUth Decide in U. S. Dollars. Send this form and your check 
to Frank J. Fimiano. 





by Rupert Turman 
The Five Forks Christ's Crusaders 
practice self-support. For a number of 
years they have had their own projects 
which have kept their treasurer busy. 
Through their youth advisor, the Five 
Forks Christ's Crusaders took a con-
tract to do "screwboards." They prepare 
screw heads for painting for the Hess 
Manufacturing Company of Quincy, 
PA. This is done on wooden frames 
approximately 13" x 23" which are 
covered with coarse screen wire. Screws 
are dropped into every other hole in the 
screen. After the screw heads are painted 
at the company plant, they are returned 
for the Crusaders to count and bag 
before being shipped with doors. 
Last year the screwboard income was 
$3,170.00. Two Saturdays they cleaned 
and waxed cars, vans and trucks for a 
total of $556.00. The account balance 
from the previous year gave an interest 
income of $148.00. Picking apples in 
season brought in $405.00. With the 
balance of the previous year, offerings, 
income, gifts, etc., their income totaled 
$7,710.00. What do these Crusaders do 
with all of that money, pray tell? 
They are self-supported, as you recall. 
They purchased a bus some years ago. 
There is some expense for photo equip-
ment and items for bulletin board dis-
Rupert Turman is pastor of the Five Forks 
congregation in Waynesboro, Pa. 
plays. They buy graduation gifts for 
their grads. The Five Forks Crusaders 
are also mission-minded. They support 
a Navajo child. They help to pay the 
costs for members who go into the 
Summer Service programs sponsored 
by the Board of Christian Education. 
Last year one Crusader was a VSer at 
San Francisco Mission. Two Crusaders 
were at Mile High Pines. This year two 
fellows served at Spring Lake Retreat 
and two girls at Messiah Village. One 
Crusader assisted at Kenbrook. "New 
Life for Girls" receives support from the 
young people. Last year the group pre-
sented a program at the Hagerstown 
Mission and furnished a dinner for the 
mission men and women. The Crusad-
ers visit retired people's homes during 
They are a united, 
happy group of about 
30 teens who 
reach out to others. 
They work, but 
call it "work-fellowship," 
for that is what 
they make it. 
the Christmas season with music and 
gifts. They held a party for their grand-
parents one evening. 
A homecoming celebration was 
planned for Crusader alumni, and held 
at the Quincy Community Center. Col-
lege students who were once members of 
the group received financial help from 
them. They pay for speakers, food, lodg-
ing and other necessities for their camp-
outs, retreats and home fellowships. 
Other Crusaders are invited for food, 
fun, fellowship and challenge. 
The Crusaders support their church 
too—$1000 to the building fund each 
year, plus new tables for the dining 
room, a new water fountain, and a used 
duplicator. 
The Five Forks Christ's Crusaders 
love Jesus. They are a united, happy 
group of about 30 teens who reach out 
to others. They work, but call it "work-
fellowship," for that is what they make 
it. They enjoy what they do. The con-
gregation provides two couples as advi-
sors who meet with them in the lower 
assembly room at least two Sundays a 
month. Crusaders themselves plan an 
evening program. 
The Five Forks congregation is thank-
ful for a great group of teens who care 
about others and each other. We thank 
God for these and other Crusaders of 
the Brethren in Christ Church who love 
the Lord. 
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Readers Respond 
To be considered for publication, 
letters must be signed 
and should be 300 words or less. 
On copyright laws 
I'm taking time out of a busy schedule 
to respond to an article which appeared 
in the September 10 issue of the Evan-
gelical Visitor. I want to suggest that the 
article is misleading and borders on the 
ridiculous. 
I regret that I must resort to a written 
response—I would feel much more com-
fortable debating Mr. Schrock and 
colleagues. 
To equate reproducing, let's say, a 
chorus of Jesus Loves Me (if it was 
copyrighted) for my Sunday school class 
with sin is the ridiculous I speak about. 
It is evident, and surprising, that Mr. 
Schrock, being a book editor, does not 
know the law. 
That is to say that I can in fact legally 
reproduce any copyrighted material for 
educational purposes. And if learning 
about Jesus Christ via music is not edu-
cational then I would be happy to motor 
down to Scottdale, Pa. to sing the plan 
of salvation to Mr. Schrock. 
I will not go into detail concerning the 
integrity or intelligence of many of our 
lawyers in the U.S. (those responsible 
for laws affecting our lives) other than to 
say that if Mr. Schrock thinks I'm going 
to hell (for don't thieves go to hell?) for 
reproducing sheet music for my Sunday 
school class then I would suggest that he 
(Mr. Schrock) would be of greater ser-
vice to Evangel Press and his commun-
ity by opening an Edsel agency in 
Scottdale, Pa. 
What he doesn't seem to understand 
is that the copyright law was drafted to 
protect, and rightly so, the publisher 
f rom having other persons sell his 
material. 
It was never intended to limit a Sun-
day school, young people's group, etc. 
from using good old American—oops 
Canadian, ingenuity of saving money 
for a little, old country church. Right— 
In conclusion then, let me say that 
when I approached both a music pub-
lisher and a lawyer with Mr. Schrock's 
intimidating views they both had the 
same response on their faces. It was 
clearly one of—Have you been to a doc-
tor lately? 
Mr. Schrock, do you have any good 
running Edsels? 





In his article, Paul Schrock devotes 12 
paragraphs to discussing the principle of 
"fair use," which includes, among other 
provisions, certain exceptions in the 
copyright laws made for educational 
usage. But "education" in this context 
refers more to formal classroom instruc-
tion than to the generalized teaching 
function carried on by the Christian 
community. 
In fact, if "learning about Jesus via 
music" qualifies as an educational activ-
ity, choir directors could argue that 
anthems and other choral music falls 
into the same category. But buying (or 
borrowing) one copy of sheet music and 
then photocopying additional quantities 
is a practice clearly prohibited by copy-
right laws. 
As we seek to understand and abide 
by the copyright laws (confusing and 
conflicting though they may be), we do 
well to have the attitude the Apostle 
Paul describes in Philippians 2:14-15: 
"Do everything without complaining or 
arguing, so that you may become blame-
less and pure, children of God without 
fault in a crooked and depraved genera-
tion, in which you shine like stars in the 
universe" (NIV). —editor 
persons are hoping 
you will renew your 
subscription to the 
E V A N G E L I C A L V I S I T O R 
That's how many different Brethren in Christ wri ters 
contributed to the VISITOR last year. And many of them will be 
writ ing for you this coming year as well. 
Persons giving three or more gift subscriptions will 
receive a free gift book. When you write, ask for the gift 
book list. 
Less than 30C per issue, the VISITOR costs less 
than a cup of coffee, and is bet ter for you! 
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A giant with wobbly legs . . . 
(from page 16) 
Current economics are forcing family 
farms to sell out to corporate entities, 
and encouraging industrial and residen-
tial development to encroach on prime 
agricultural land. Consequently, pre-
cious topsoil runs down our rivers be-
cause American farms are pushing land 
beyond its capacity and are bringing 
marginal, erosion-prone land into pro-
duction. 
Estimates are that Iowa loses two 
bushels of topsoil for each bushel of 
corn it harvests. Nationwide over two 
billion tons of topsoil erode annually. If 
allowed to continue, this irreparable 
damage will seriously diminish the food 
supply of future generations in North 
America and elsewhere. 
One of the best soil-protecting units, 
the family farm, struggles for survival. 
Since 1952 the number of U.S. farms 
has shrunk f rom five million to two mil-
lion, while the average farm size has 
tripled. Despite the proven efficiency of 
smaller farms, the largest farm compa-
nies, representing but 20 percent of all 
U.S. farms, currently produce 80 per-
cent of the U.S. food and fiber. 
Such a large segment of production 
by a small segment of the food system 
points to another malady—regional depen-
dency. One state, California, provides 
nearly half of the vegetables consumed 
in the United States. Many Northeast-
ern states with substantial agricultural 
potential, Pennsylvania for example, 
import between 70 and 85 percent of 
their food. 
Another oil embargo like the one in 
the early 70's, a transportation strike 
halting cross-country shipping, drought, 
"medfly" quarantine or crop failure in 
California or Florida could cause serious 
food shortages in dependent areas, espe-
cially urban centers. 
As we focus our attention on ways to 
alleviate hunger, North Americans must 
look squarely in the eyes of our giant 
food system. We must recognize that it 
shares some of the same predicaments as 
that of the Third World—soil erosion 
and lack of support for small farmers. 
As stewards of God's creation and as 
world neighbors, Christians have a spe-
cial responsibility to guard the sacred-
ness of the land and the food supply. We 
must not be satisfied with a food system 
in which, according to one researcher, 
"we currently get most of our food from 
sources which we do not control." 
EDITORIAL 
Take My Silver and My Gold 
"Raising funds for charitable organizations is more than an art—it has 
become a profession, a science. Professional fund raisers know exactly 
what kind of project will trigger contributions, how many pages must be in 
an effective appeal letter, what kind of "premium" (thank you gift) should 
be offered as an inducement to respond. These details and more are 
outlined in a publication for fund-raising professionals which comes to my 
office on a complimentary basis. 
Curious to know how much of your gift will really be used in the ministry 
being touted by that letter in your mail? According to an article written by 
one expert fund raiser, the income received from the first mailing done to 
acquire new donors will probably just equal (or fall slightly short of) the 
actual cost of the mailing itself. In other words, in obtaining new donors, 
$1.00 is spent for every $1.00 received. 
Of course, the organization will work hard to obtain additional gifts 
from the first-time donor. And by the time the donor sends the second or 
third contribution, some of the gift income can be applied toward the 
ministry being promoted. Even so, the ongoing costs of subsequent mail-
ings to donors will likely consume a "reasonable twenty percent" of contri-
butions (according to the same article). 
High as these costs may seem, they are part of the price a charitable 
organization must pay in order to create for itself a supporting consti-
tuency in today's highly competitive scene. However, these statistics con-
firm a long-held personal contention that we do well to provide whole-
hearted and generous support for our brotherhood's programs, whose 
costs of informing the church of their ministries and financial needs do not 
begin to approach the fund-raising costs of parachurch organizations. 
With our own congregations often running behind in contributions and 
our denominational agencies needing support, I frankly have difficulty 
understanding why some Brethren in Christ would rather help pay for 
countless promotional mailings from parachurch organizations which so 
often are tossed—un-opened—into wastebaskets. From the single perspec-
tive of stewardship of resources (not to mention other reasons such as 
much closer involvement with the decision-makers and persons in minis-
try), the support of Brethren in Christ ministries seems the wiser choice. 
And the needs in our church are just as great as those depicted on TV and 
in the mailbox. For example, our Board of Christian Education is seeking 
to retire some long-term debt and prepare for a new thrust in ministry. 
They need $25,000 in special gifts. And our mission board, experiencing a 
severe shortfall in contributions needed to carry on the program approved 
by General Conference, needs $650,000 above regularly projected contri-
butions by the end of this year. 
Some have suggested that our congregational needs and these (and 
other) brotherhood concerns are simply competing for the same limited 
amount of dollars. On the other hand, several persons have hazarded the 
opinion that if only a percentage of the giving which now is sent outside the 
denomination were to be channeled instead to congregational and broth-
erhood ministries, our agencies would not be experiencing their present 
financial bind. 
In either event, let us choose to view these needs through eyes of faith. 
Joining together in a spirit of believing prayer, we can discover in perhaps a 
new dimension the spiritual ministry of joyful, sacrificial giving. As Fran-
ces Havergal wrote, 
Take my silver and my gold, 
Not a mite would I withhold; 
Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.* 
*Hymns for Worship, © 1963 Evangel Press. 
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by Joetta Handrich Schlabach, 
MCC Hunger Concerns Office 
It used to be that carrots and beans 
grew in the garden behind the house, 
that a local miller ground the corn and 
wheat for those luscious loaves of warm 
bread, and that the beef in the butcher 
shop fattened in the pasture just down 
the road. 
Today food may have nothing to do 
with the backyard or with farmers. Ask 
a city child where his food comes from 
and the observant answer will be, "Car-
rots come from plastic bags and beans 
from tin cans." Enriched white bread 
now contains vitamins from a source 
other than the wheat kernal. And a 
Midwestern friend tells me that some 
hogs now fatten in suspension, never 
walking or seeing the natural light of 
day. 
In many respects America's food sys-
tem now resembles a large integrated 
industry rather than a traditional farm. 
Scientific research, mechanization and 
trans-continental transport systems all 
fueled this transformation from family 
farm to complex, diversified system. 
Consumers and world trade boards 
marvel over this giant system's accom-
plishments. Northerners can enjoy fresh 
fruits and vegetables year-round with-
out ever giving thought to the toil of 
gardening. Two-income families stream-
line meal preparation with freezer-to-
oven foil dinners and factory-baked 
bread. And the system's surplus brought 
a hefty $32 billion for agricultural ex-
ports in 1979. 
Nevertheless, giants—even jolly, green 
and generous ones—have their feeble 
points. Recent federal and private stu-
dies caution that North America's food 
system is standing on weak legs. It needs 
a strong dose of curative action if it is to 
remain healthy. The system's rapid 
growth and its access to abundant, 
inexpensive petroleum reap many immed-
iate advantages that may ferment into 
long-term disadvantages. 
We face some of 
the same predicaments 
confronting the 
Third W o r l d -
soil erosion and 
lack of support 
for small farmers. 
Although the American food system 
is extremely productive, it is also con-
spicuously energy intensive. Bringing 
one unit of food energy to the dinner 
table requires an average of six units of 
energy. Processed foods like canned 
items consume up to 16 times the energy 
they supply. 
Dependence on petroleum-based fer-
tilizers taints the wonder of high-yield, 
hybrid crops. The advantage of West 
Coast fresh produce in East Coast mar-
kets costs 475 million gallons of trans-
port fuel each year. Portion packaging, 
individual wrappings and multiple var-
ieties of the same product combine con-
venience with about $400 worth of dis-
carded waste materials for an average 
family of four each year. 
If all the world were to adopt a North 
American-style food system, the amount 
of commercial energy currently used 
worldwide for agriculture would rise 
from under five percent to sixty percent! 
Compared to most of the world, 
North America enjoys a favorable ratio 
of arable land to population. But this 
great asset, the soil that is foundational 
to the majority of agricultural output, is 
losing ground. 
to page 15, please 
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